This issue also marks the beginning of a new effort to truly "exchange" information. Each article is followed by at least one critique which further comments on the subject, provides ideas for future study, or assesses the implications of the research. We hope that the critiques are viewed as an incentive not just to the authors but to others as well to conti nue the enquiries which have been started. The NAIES is dedicated to the integration of theory and practice, to finding solutions, not just articulating prob lems. As such, we believe that all areas of academic enquiry are on-going, and that definitive answers are few.
Several of the papers included in this issue were presented at the 1980 NAIES conference in La Crosse, Wisconsin. The themes of that conference, "Ethnicity and Mental Health" and "The Invisible Et hnic" resulted in both theoretical and practical approaches to the st udy of ethnicity. In the first two papers the conflicts experienced by et hnic minorities with the "helping" professions are examined. The remaining papers focus on various groups which have experienced "i nvisibility " historically and still today. Maxine Seller's research on ethnic theater suggests far-reaching possibilities for further scholarship on th ese "lost" enclaves. Margaret Laughlin provi des the dismal, and carefully hidden, statistics on th e education of mi grant children. In her review of Wiesel's Night, Mildred Culp examines the th eolog ical ambivalence of th e Jewish people during the holocaust. All of th e critiques accompanying the essays suggest future re:;earch possibilities, and we invite papers on th ese or other sul?jects which ilium inate th e study of ethnicity from an interdisciplinary perspective.
I th ank Richard Vanlten, Associate De an of th e College of Sciences and Humanities at Iowa State University, who has supported the endeavors of th e NAIES and has provided both ti me and travel funds to enable me to continue th e wo rk of th e Association, and Paul Weller, Vice -president at California State Polytechnic University, who arra nged for the necessary funding to produce th is issue of Explorations. Such institutional support is critical to th e on-going work which has been started, and we are grateful th at our institutions share ou r vision of a bette r future.
